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In recent years, interest in the notion of recognition has been growing in the social 
sciences and in philosophy, and increasingly this interest can also be found in cultural 
studies. Concurrently, the question of recognition has shifted its focus. For some time the 
theoretical discussions were mainly bound to the question of recognition of the collective 
identities of social or ethnic groups. 
 
However, since the 1990s discussions have centered more and more on the question of 
how social relations and human interactions contribute to the construction of the 
individual's identity. Instead of focusing on social groups and their struggle for recognition 
in a specific social setting, scholars now mainly focus on the way in which the individual's 
identity is build up in social relations and interactions. Especially Axel Honneth, head of the 
renowned Frankfurter Institut für Sozialforschung, has described those relations as 
struggles for recognition. According to Honneth, these struggles play a major role in the 
constitution of the individual's social identity. 
 
 Nevertheless, it is still not clear how these social interactions and the individual's struggle 
for recognition contribute to the construction and development of cultural and political 
identities, neither at the level of the national state, nor at a transnational European level.  
 
In other words, are there some social and juridical relations of recognition, which are 
preconditions for the development of future political and transnational identities? Which 
role do cultural dimensions play in the struggle for recognition, and is it possible to identify 
universal, formal dimensions of this struggle, which might function as the foundation for a 
progressive, inclusive European identity? Can articulations of migratory experience in the 
cultural field help to shed light on the possibilities of developing a progressive European 
conception of identity?  
 
The seminar will address these questions from a range of different perspectives -  
including the social sciences, literary studies and cultural studies.
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Culture, Identity and Recognition 
 

 
Date: Friday, 7 October 2011, KUA, 10.30 am-16 pm 
 
Place: Faculty of Humanities, CPH U, room 21.1.21 

 
Program: 
 
10.30       
 Introduction (Moritz Schramm/Anne Ring Petersen) 
 
10.45-11.30 
 Lecture, with discussion: Andrea Albrecht (Institute for Advanced Studies, University of 
Freiburg): "Cultural Hybridity: Juan Goytisolo's Vision of Europe". 
 
11.30-11.45 
 Break  
 
11.45-12.30 
Lecture, with discussion: Moritz Schramm (Department of Literature, Culture and Media, 
SDU):”Longing for Recognition: Franz Kafka’s ‘A Starvation Artist’”. 
 
12.30-13.15 
 Lunch-Break 
 
13.15-14.00 
Lecture, with discussion: Isak Winkel Holm (Department of Arts and Cultural Studies, KU): 
"Recognizing Zombies: Disaster Fiction and the Foundations of Justice". 
 
14.00-14.15 
 Break 
 
14.15-15.00 

 Lecture, with discussion: Christian Rostbøll (Department of Political Science, KU): "Does 
Recognition Bind? A Discussion of Patchen Markell's Critique of Recognition". 

 
15.00-16.00 
 Discussion and closing remarks 
 
Free admission.  
 
Registration:  no later than 28th September 2011 by sending an email to Anne Ring Petersen: 

annering@hum.ku.dk  

mailto:annering@hum.ku.dk

